The Kuwait Journey
is now a broken tribe: Faisal Hmself has died at the court of
his conqueror. But at the end of the struggle, when the
desert was starving them, they came again to the Kuwait
ridge, a gaunt crowd, to beg that the town might be
opened: and our host, who knew them well, went to press
the surrender and tell them that there could be no hope.
In the great tent, while this news was being faced in silence,
Faisal's wife gave an order; the favourite mare was led out,
and shot to save her from captivity.
That was the end of the Mutair. The chiefs of the
'Ateiba and 'Ajman had been encompassed before. They
had both retreated to their own deserts after the battle
in which Faisal was wounded, and Ibn Saud had given out
that the Mutair was scattered and its chief killed, as in-
deed he believed. He asked the other two to submit.
Ibn Humeid of the 'Ateiba did so, and is a prisoner
now.
But Dhaidan el-Hathlain, a wily man and chief of the
'Ajman, was not to be enticed. Fahd, the son of the
Governor of Hasa, came to him -with a small force of 700
men, and fbund him in his own country encamped among
5,000 of his own tribe, and there handed him a letter from
his father Abdullah bin Jaluwi as-Saud, promising safety
on the word of the King, whose letter also was enclosed,
and asking him to return.
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